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Special points of
interest:

e New owners Dave Gass
and Jeff Smith

< Some changes—same
great dive shop

* New look coming to
the website

e Quarterly newsletters
coming after the first
of the year
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New Owners,

After more than 25 years in
the scuba diving industry,
Tom and Linda Stough
decided that they were
ready for retirement. After
a lengthy search for some-
one the Stough’s would
trust with the business they
built, Dave Gass and Jeff
Smith have become the
new owners. Dave and Jeff
took over operations in
June, during the busiest
time of the year.

Jeff is the full time staff in
the shop and will, most
likely, be the one who
greets you when you visit.
Dave is the equipment
repair and maintenance
technician.

Since operations have be-
gun to slow somewhat now
that the local water has
become much colder and
almost hard, Dave and Jeff
have been able to work on
some improvements for the
local diving community.
They have added Nitrox to

Other News

December is sale month at
the Diving Den. Come on
in, check out the changes,
meet the new owners (and
see what might look really
nice under your Christmas
tree). December has been
designated “Let’'s Make a
Deal” month, come on in to
the shop and talk with Dave

—

Diving Den

Your Diving Connection

Managers at Diving Den

The location of the shop has remained the same, but the arrange-

ment within is new.

the shops air systems and
can now fulfill your en-
riched air needs. The com-
pressor and the air system
have been rebuilt at the
shop as well as the com-
pressor used at the air
station in France Park.

Jeff and Dave have also
begun setting up trips.
Having already taken a
group of new and not-so-
new divers down to the

and Jeff about a deal on
dive equipment.

Dave and Jeff would also
like an opportunity to meet
the divers, and diver
wanna-bees, in the area.

springs in the panhandle of
Florida, they have sched-
uled a Blackbeard’s cruise
for February (see page 3 for
more details).

The hours for the shop are
10 am to 6 pm Monday
thru Friday and 10am to 5
pm on Saturdays. The air
station at France Park will
be open during diving sea-
son again next year.

We would love to hear any
ideas you have for classes,
where people would like to
go on trips, and what kind
of gear that interests every-
one.
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New Owner — Jeff Smith

| Jeff Smith is one
of the co-owners
and is the acting
manager on site
~® at the Diving Den.
He was YMCA and PADI certi-
fied in 1975 at Indiana State
University. In 1997, Jeff
obtained his PADI open wa-
ter instructor certification.
Jeff’s interests lean toward
the technical aspects of
diving, so in 2000 he be-
came a certified re-breather
instructor. Like Dave, with
many specialty instructor
certifications, in February of
2004 he added Master
Scuba Diver Trainer to his

New Owner —

Dave Gass is also
the co-owner and
us responsible for
all of the equip-
ment repair and
maintenance. Dave started
diving in 1967 before any
certification was required. In
1970 Dave was certified at
Indiana State University. For
the next 3 years he per-
formed dive master respon-
sibilities at ISU for Duane
Barrows. In 1973 he be-
came a YMCA instructor.

Diving Den Staff

Jeff Smith and Dave Gass
are supported by a staff of
professionals that have been
around this area for quite
some time now. You may
recognize some names and
a few may be new to you.
More in depth information
about the staff can be found
in upcoming newsletters.

Classes are being developed
and taught by instructors Bill
Menges, Tim Stahl and

list of credentials.

Jeff has been actively in-
structing since 1996. He

has taught for several of dive
shops and colleges in Indian-

apolis. With the dive rela-
tionship already established
between himself and Dave,
the purchase of a dive shop
was a natural progression.

Jeff’s main interest is in
technical diving. With that
interest, he hopes to offer
his technical expertise to
people beyond open water
certification. Early 2006

Dave (ass

After many years of diving,
Dave obtained his PADI open
water instructor certification
in 2004 at Ocean Divers in
Key Largo, Florida. With
many specialty instructor
certifications, in the summer
of 2005 he added Master
Scuba Diver Trainer and gas
blender instructor for Nitrox
and Trimix to his list of cre-
dentials.

Prior to purchasing the Div-
ing Den, Dave worked at a
dive shop in Indianapolis for

Sheila Price. Assistant In-
structor Jim Miller is also
involved in class develop-
ment.

Divemasters helping with
classes are Sandi Chapman,
Doug and Marcy McCoy,
Matt Spane, Gil Topliff, and
Brian Turner.

Working in the shop part-
time is Roger Mitchell and
Linda Gass. Linda also does

Jeff will entering the realm of
cave diving.

PAGE 2

Jeff's new office.

5 years, mostly in repair.
However, he also enjoyed
many sales and training
opportunities. It was during
this time he and Jeff began
their dive partnership and
the seed of owning a dive
shop was planted..

When the Diving Den be-
came available earlier this
year, Dave and Jeff could not
pass up the opportunity to
make their dream of owning
a dive shop come true.

the accounting duties. The
webmaster and IT guru is Joe
Farag.

The new owners and the
staff are anxious to help
everyone reach their
diving goals in the
coming year.
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Equipment Repair and Maintenance

Has your diving slowed down
recently due to cold (and
probably hard) water? Are
you planning a dive trip
soon? If so, now is a great
time to bring your equipment
to the Diving Den for its an-
nual repair and mainte-
nance. Gear should be
checked at least once a year
to ensure proper mainte-
nance even if it appears to
be working correctly.

Dave began learning rebuild-
ing, repair, and flow testing
under the direction of an
Indianapolis dive shop
owner. While there, he
shared responsibility for
servicing equipment for the
Indianapolis Fire Dept., Indi-

Trips

Jeff has set up a trip in late
February on a Blackbeard’s
cruise. The trip begins on
February 25 and returns on
March 3. The ship sails out
of the Bahamas. That’s
right, sails. Blackbeard’s
cruises are a chance to se-
cretly pretend to be a real
pirate while you also get a
chance to do lots of great
Bahamian diving. You can

Odds and Ends

There are plans in the works
for the next couple of
months. Dave and Jeff are
going to be sending out quar-
terly newsletters to keep
everyone up on what’s going
on with the shop and travel
ideas. New schedules are
being developed for classes
in 2006. If you are inter-
ested in something or have
questions, please feel free to
ask Jeff or Dave.

anapolis Police Dept., Indi-
ana State Police, and various
other fire departments and
customers. He is registered
with the International Regis-
try of Scuba Technicians.
Dave has had factory train-
ing with the following manu-
factures: Aqua lung, Sher-
wood, Oceanic, Mares, Inter-
spiro, and Atomic. He is also

a PSl Inspector.

With Dave’s training and
certifications, he will have
exclusive responsibility for all
repair and maintenance at

the Diving Den.

find out more about the
cruise from Jeff at the shop.
This is truly a unique cruising
experience. Jeff needs a
deposit on the trip by the
first of the year.

Jeff and Dave are interested
in finding out your ideas for
trips, and your other inter-
ests. They are very inter-

You can check the website
for class dates and informa-
tion.

PADI’s specialty for Decem-
ber is equipment. Thisis a
great chance to learn how
you should care for your gear
and to see the newly remod-
eled repair room. Check
with the shop for deals.
Planning ahead? The spe-
cialty for January Dry Suits.

Don’t quite know what to
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ested in helping you achieve
your scuba diving goals.
When you stop by, remem-
ber to let them know.

pick up for that diver on your
Christmas list? How about a

gift certificate? Great idea.

The equipment repair room has been completely remodeled.
Come in and see the new room.

Blackbeard’s Cruise
February 25 to March 3.
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Phone: 765-452-1034 . . . )
E-mail: jeff@diving-den.com Are you still looking for stocking stuffers for the coming

dave@diving-den.com

holiday season? The Diving Den has several items that

would fit;

Clips and lanyards

Check out the new look on the Tank Iights
website at: www.diving-den.com Slates
Masks

D Defog

ﬁ%‘;;}é}‘ Your Diving Connection BCD and Wetsuit Cleaners

PADI Diving Den will be open Sunday, Decem-
PADI 5 ber 18th for your last minute shopping

Star facility needs!
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